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As the Turks had fortified the right bank of the Tigris opposite the
Persian camp, Nadir determined to cross the river and turn their position.
With the aid of a foreign engineer/ a floating bridge, consisting of palm-
trunks laid upon inflated skins, was constructed and placed in position,
apparently some distance upstream from Baghdad, On the ist Ramadan
(i^th February) Nadir crossed over with 2,500 men and was followed
the next day by another 1,500 ; the bridge then broke asunder. Without
waiting for these 1,500 men, Nadir set out in the direction of Baghdad.
Hearing of the Persian advance on the western side of the river, Ahmad
Pasha dispatched a strong body of Janissaries, with cavalry and artillery
in support, to meet the enemy. When the two armies met, the Turkish
infantry proved more than a match for the Qarachorlu Kurds and Goklan
Turkomans whom Nadir had with him, but the Afghan troops stood firm.
The position was becoming extremely critical when the 1,500 troops
mentioned above most opportunely made their appearance, and enabled
Nadir to rout the Turks. This victory gave him the mastery of the west
bank of the Tigris and enabled him to draw his cordon tightly round
Baghdad, The Turks opposite the Persian camp retired within the walls
of the city, leaving their cannon and equipment there and at Old Baghdad2
to the Persians.3 At Nadir's orders, detachments of his army occupied
Samarra, Hilla, Karbala, Najaf and other places, to all of which Persian
Governors were appointed,4
The fragments of the broken bridge were then collected, and
floated down to Kazimain ; there they were joined together and
strengthened by means of boats which had been captured from the
Turks.5
The city was now completely blockaded. The Persians, like the
Ghalzais surrounding Isfahan in 1722, had no proper siege artillery, and
although the city was bombarded with some vigour, the walls could not be
breached sufficiently to enable an assault to be launched.6 Nadir therefore
1 According to the Bombay edition of the T.N. (p. 121) this man had been sent on a mission to
Nadir by " the Austrian (or German) King " (the adjective used is Namsa, which can mean
either " Austrian ** or " German "). There is no record in the Haus-, Hof-und Staats-Archiv
at Vienna of any diplomatic mission having been sent to Persia at that time; it is most
unlikely that any German mission would have been sent, and it is probable that the engineer
was some European adventurer.
1 Mirza Malidi's Kuhna Baghdad (" Old Baghdad *') is evidently the same as the area marked Iff
Niebuhr as Ruinen von Alt Baghdad, just north of the portion of the city situated on the west
bank of the Tigris; it is obviously distinct from the ruins of the Sasairian town of Daskara
and the later Arab town of Dastajird which are now known as E&ki Baghdad (See Niebnhr's
Reisebeschreibung, Copenhagen, 1778, Vol. II, Table XLTV).
» T.N., p. 123.
< Ibid., p, 123.   Muhammad Muljsin, foL 216 (b).
1 Ibid., p, 124.
* Nadir's manner of conducting this siege was in marked contrast to that of Sultan Murad IV in
1638. Otter (VoL I, p. 321) rightly described Nadir's operations as a blockade rather than
a siege.

